
602

tinue over six hours from first to last. I administered chlo- 
roform, and kept the body well supported with bandages
during labour.
The child was a large one, and weighed 7 lb. It has since

died in convulsions ; its left foot had only three toes on it.
This young mother is now nine years and eight months old,
and must have been pregnant two months before she reached
the age of nine. Yours obediently,

HENRY DODD, M.R.C.S., ceLC.
Rillington, York, March 24th, 1881.

HENRY DODD, M.R.C.S., &c.

GLASGOW.
(From our own. Correspondent.)

THE Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow has
had under consideration a proposal to institute an examina-
tion for the higher of the two qualifications, both registrable,
which it grants. This proposal was rejected at a recent
meeting, mainly by the vote of the older and more conserva-
tive Fellows. The grounds on which the suggested change
was advocated were that at present there is no high qualifi-
cation in surgery obtainable in Scotland, that it is illogical
that the Faculty should demand/an examination for its lowest
diploma, and yet grant its higher one by ballot and purchase,
and that it would be better to retire gracefully from its
present position now than to be forced from it a short time
hence under pressure from without. The principal argument

. urged in favour of the existing arrangement was the state-
ment that candidates for the Fellowship must not only pay
&pound;50 and risk a ballot, but must also already be in possession
of a registrable qualification, examination being thus rendered
unnecessary. This question, it is believed by those who
profess to be able to discern the signs of the times, is one
which will again force itself on the attention at no very
distant date.
The following appointments have been made by the Glas-

gow University Court :-Dr. H. C. Cameron of Glasgow to
be examiner for the next four years in Surgery and Clinical
Surgery ; Dr. D. Fraser of Paisley, to be examiner for the
same period in Medicine and Clinical Medicine; Dr. A.
Macalister, of Trinity College, Dublin, to be examiner for
the same period in Physiology and Pathology.

Dr. A. Wallace has been appointed to the chair of Mid-
wifery in Anderson’s College, rendered vacant by the death
of Dr. J. G. Wilson. Dr. S. Sloan stood second in the esti-
mation of the Trustees, Dr. W. L. Reid third.
At the meeting which closed the winter medical session

at Anderson’s College, a few days ago, the Chairman re-
ferred to the wonderful prosperity of the College during the
past few years, and read some statistics which, as they
are the only trustworthy evidence on this point which has
hitherto been obtainable, are worth quoting. The number of
students attending the medical classes of the college in the
session 1877-78 was 70 ; in 1878-79, 86 ; in 1879-80, 91 ; in
1880-81, 110. These are large numbers for an extra-mural
school, and they indicate a high and well-deserved degree
of prosperity. All that is now wanting to complete informa-
tion is that the other extra-mural schools should publish
similar statistics.

PARIS.

(From our own Correspondent.)

THE report of the Commission appointed by the Academy
of Medicine to study the question of compulsory vaccination
was read by M. Blot, in the name of his colleagues, on the
29th of March. M. Blot began by stating that it is unneces-
sary to bring forward any further proof of the value of vac-
cination-the events of 1870-71 have amply demonstrated
this point. The only objection to the practice of any im-
portance is the danger of inoculating syphilis with vaccinia;
but even this eventnality, which science has reduced to a l
minimum, is rendered impossible by the use of animal ,1vaccine. It has been said that compulsory vaccination is an
infringement of the liberty of the subject; but M. Blot con-
sidered that this liberty ends where common interests begin.
The privilege of disseminating disease is certainly contrary
to the public welfare, and inasmuch as all other hygienic
measures-such as isolation, disinfection, &c.-have proved

insufficient to prevent the spread of small-pox the Govern-
ment is justified in imposing such prophylactic means as
have remedied the evil in other countries. The conclusions
of the report, which have been adopted by eleven out of the
twelve members forming the Commission, are as follows :-

" Considering that vaccination is, with rare exceptions, an
inoffensive operation, when performed with care upon
healthy subjects; and that, without vaccine, other hygienic
measures, such as isolation and disinfection, are in them-
selves insufficient to prevent small-pox ; that the belief in
the danger of vaccination and revaccination during epidemics
is unfounded ; and that, lastly, revaccination, the necessary
complement of vaccination, should be practised at least
within ten years after a successful vaccination, and repeated
as often as possible, when not followed by characteristic
cicatrices-on these grounds the Academy is of opinion
that there is urgent need in the public interest of a law
rendering vaccination compulsory. As regards revaccina.
tion, it should be encouraged in every way, and required by
public services (r&egrave;glements d’administration) as far as it
is within their power."
The twelfth member of the Commission, M. Depaul, states

that he is perfectly agreed with his colleagues on all
the questions which are dealt with in the report, and that
he is prepared to vote for all the ideas there expressed,
except the conclusion rendering vaccination compulsory.
According to him the rights of a father of a family are para-
mount over those of the State, and the father, or mother, or
the natural guardian of a child should be free to vaccinate
it or not, as he may have confidence or not in the utility
of the practice. Not only, says M. Depaul, is compulsory
vaccination vexatious, it is also inapplicable. Those who
have taken the trouble to inquire into the matter know
that in England and Germany the law on the subject remains
a dead letter. It exists, but it is not enforced. Everything
should be done to encourage vaccination and revaccination,
but there should be no obligation. What is required is
money. Hitherto the Government has done almost nothing,
the sum expended on vaccination in the whole of France
only amounting to 240,000 francs (less than &pound;10,000), which
represents five francs per thousand of the population, and
from three to four centimes (one-third of a penny) for each
vaccination. With a proper expenditure an efficient service
might be organised, a number of vaccinating centres created,
and human lymph supplemented by an animal supply.
Lastly, it would be as well to pay an adequate fee for the
operation, to those who perform it, instead of, as is now the
fashion, praising the zeal and devotion of the country prac.
titioner, but leaving his labour unrewarded. The adjourned
discussion, which took place yesterday afternoon, brought
forward MM. Fauvel and Jules Guerin, the former in
favour of the views of the Commission, and the latter
naturally against them. Not that M. Guerin is an oppo-
nent of vaccination ; on the contrary, he declares it excellent,
and uses all his endeavours to promote it. But the

practice being looked upon as dangerous by some, he
considers that a compulsory law would weigh on their con-
sciences in obliging them to further an operation of which
they disapprove. Under these circumstances the Academy
cannot refuse to take such objections into account, and must
not, he thinks, risk its scientific prestige by pronouncing in
favour of compulsion.

Paris, April 5th, 1881.

THE LEVEE. - The following members of the
medical profession were presented at the Levee held on
Tuesday at St. James’s Palace by the Prince of Wales:-
Surgeon-General A. Shatton; Surgeon-Majors Allen, J.
Candy, M.D., and H. F. L. Melladew; Surgeons C. J.
Addison, W. J. Baker, W. G. A. Bedford, H. J. Barnes,
A. P. Hart, F. A. Harris, C. B. Lewis, E. L. Maunsell,
J. H. Nicholas, H. S. Parker, R. Porter, D. L. Porter,
T. H. Parke, W. W. Pope, W. F. Spencer, M.D., W. C.
Wise, M.D., and C. L. Young; Dr. Halford, of Melbourne;
and Fleet Surgeon C. Strickland.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS IN IRELAND.-The

prizes at the termination of the winter session in the MedicalSchool have been awarded to the following :-First year:
first prize, gold medal and &pound;10, Michael T. Yarr; second
prize, &pound;10, W. D. Waterhouse. Second year: first prize,
&pound;12, Austin M. Cowper ; second prize, &pound;8, Myer M. Dutch.
Third year : first prize, &pound;10, Whitby B. Stokes; second
prize, &pound;5, Langford Simms; third prize, :E2, G. W. Elsner.


